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 Many of you have asked me how my study time went at 
seminary this past January.  I have to say that it went very well this time, 
and I learned a whole lot from the material we read, the lectures we heard, 
and the classroom discussions.  I learned in great detail about the process of 
“mourning,” which I had studied before—but not at this level. 
 One of the questions we explored was: What are the different 
“kinds” of losses that make us “mourn”?  It is a fact that we human beings 
suffer many different kinds of losses.  We suffer loss when we lose a loved 
one, when we lose a job, when we suffer a financial setback, when a child leaves  
for college, when we lose our health, and even when we lose a “dream” of some sort.  When 
we suffer a loss, we must find a way of coping or dealing with that loss. 
 Sometimes we mourn our losses in healthy ways, but sometimes we mourn in 
ways that are not so healthy.  There’s a lot that God’s word can teach us about how to mourn 
in healthy ways.  There are faith practices, too, that help us to mourn in ways that are more 
healthy.  The ideas and materials I discovered this past January are biblically-based, Christ-
centered, easy to understand, and easy to do. 
 I am looking forward to sharing some of the things I learned, and I will be doing 
so very soon—first with a series of related messages during Lent and on Easter Sunday, 
inspired during my study time in January.  I will also be presenting a series of 4 workshops 
called “How to Mourn in a Healthy Way.”  If you or a loved one has suffered a loss recently, 
or not so recently, I believe these workshops can help you learn how to deal with that loss in 
a way that is biblical and healthy.  We will study and discuss several Scripture passages 
together and hear from several authors about the process of grief and mourning. 
 These workshops will be held on 4 Sundays from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. in the Seekers 
classroom of the Deen Building: March 22nd, 29th, April 5th, and 19th (we’ll skip Easter 
Sunday).  The cost will be $10.00 each, which will cover the cost of the book that each 
participant will receive.  Signup sheets will be located in the narthex of the sanctuary and in 
the church office (you may also call or e-mail me to sign up).  The deadline for signing up is 
March 15th (I need to know how many books to order for the first workshop). 
 May blessings of peace, comfort, hope (yes, hope!), and God’s love abound to 
you during this Lenten season!  Rejoice in the Lord!   —Ray 
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Church Stewardship Report 
 

  February 1 February 8 February 15 February 22 
ATTENDANCE 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  116 102 108 118 
Saturday Worship 5:00 p.m.  13 15 11 0 
Sunday Worship 8:45 a.m.  15 21 20 25 
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.  170 163 235 204 
Total Worship Attendance  206 199 266 229 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Emerge (Saturday, 5:00 p.m.) $100 $0 $100 $0 
Early Church (Sunday, 8:45 a.m.) $315 $375 $130 $240 
Worship (Sunday, 11:00 a.m.) $5,457 $6,659 $4,128 $4,221 
Total “Operating” Offerings $5,872 $7,034 $4,358 $4,461 
“Designated” Offerings  $2,475 $812 $1,236 $1,535 
Total of All Offerings  $8,347 $7,846 $5,594 $5,996 
 
Operating Budget for 2009:  $288,245 
“Operating” Offerings Needed Weekly: $5,543 
Current Operating Fund Balance: $9,022 
 
Misc Designated Funds Balance: $56,667 
Deen Building Fund Balance: $42,622 
Total “Designated” Funds Balance: $99,289 
 
Current Debt on Deen Building: $248,109 
 
Total 2009 Apportionments:  $39,582 
Total 2009 Apportionments Paid: $7,916 
Total 2009 Apportionments Past Due: $0 
 
 Earn all you can! 
  Save all you can! 
    Give all you can!    —Rev. John Wesley  
   

 

“Rate of Giving” Speedometer 

This speedometer measures our current 
weekly average rate of giving to the 
“Operating Fund.”  We can meet the 

church’s operating budget only when the 
needle is at the halfway mark or better. 

Finance reports are available to members 
upon request through the church office. 



Church News 
“GREEN ADS” 

 
INTERESTED?  Are you interested 
in joining a reading circle?  If you are 
interested in participating in a book 
club, please e-mail Erin Galope by 
clicking: galope@att.net or call 903-
873-2484.  If there is enough interest, 
I will contact everyone to see when/
where would be a good place to meet. 
 
NEEDED: Help with our children’s 
Sunday School program!  No 
preparation, training, or “brains” 
needed.  Just show up at the McLeod 
Bible Center from 9:30 to 10:40 on 
Sunday mornings and we will put you 
to work.  Contact Barbara Glenn @ 
903-560-1850 or click on this link: 
brglenn@sbcglobal.net. 
 
NEEDED: A gently used computer 
for the Day School.  Please contact 
Debbie @ 903-873-2217 or click on: 
methodistdayschool@sbcglobal.net. 
 
NEEDED: Volunteers to read stories 
to children @ the Day School.  It only 
takes 20 minutes a month—please 
contact Debbie for details @ 903-873-
2217 or click on this link: 
methodistdayschool@sbcglobal.net. 

Memorial & Honorarium Giving 
 

In Memory of David Sohn 
Given by Weldon & Judy Powers,  

Mary Estes, Mary Helen Castleberry 
In Memory of David Johnson 

Given by Weldon, Judy, & Lenna Powers 

E.C.H.O.E.S. 
The ECHOES will visit the Azalea 
Trails in Tyler on Thursday, March 
26th. We will be traveling in a 48-
passenger motor coach.  Deadline 
for sign-up is February 28th.  For 
information or to sign up, call Ruth 
Massey @ 903-873-3221 or Edna 
Melton @ 903-873-4277.  

Attention Parents & Grandparents!Attention Parents & Grandparents!Attention Parents & Grandparents!Attention Parents & Grandparents!    
        
      We are so pleased to be able to offer       We are so pleased to be able to offer       We are so pleased to be able to offer       We are so pleased to be able to offer 

your children the coloring/activity your children the coloring/activity your children the coloring/activity your children the coloring/activity 

packets each Sunday.  However, in packets each Sunday.  However, in packets each Sunday.  However, in packets each Sunday.  However, in 

order to keep costs for this project order to keep costs for this project order to keep costs for this project order to keep costs for this project 

down, we ask that you please remember down, we ask that you please remember down, we ask that you please remember down, we ask that you please remember 

to leave the plastic pouch and crayons to leave the plastic pouch and crayons to leave the plastic pouch and crayons to leave the plastic pouch and crayons 

on the pew when you leave.on the pew when you leave.on the pew when you leave.on the pew when you leave.    
    

       Thank you so much for you help,       Thank you so much for you help,       Thank you so much for you help,       Thank you so much for you help,    

       Karen Forester       Karen Forester       Karen Forester       Karen Forester    



Are you looking for a 
place “out of the 
weather” where you 
can get that walking 
done?  FOUND!!  
Beginning January 
5th, the Deen 
Building hallways and 
George Hall will be 
open for walkers on 
the following days 
and times: 
 

Mondays (10am to noon) 
Wednesdays (10am to noon) 
Fridays (10am to noon) 

 

Please contact Sara Bullard @ (903) 560-
1131 or Charlotte Youngblood @ (903) 
873-8039 for details. 

Sunday School Helpers Needed!Sunday School Helpers Needed!Sunday School Helpers Needed!Sunday School Helpers Needed!    
       No preparation is needed for this position.  Just be at the 
McLeod Bible Center on Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:40 a.m.  
For a list of duties, please contact Barbara Glenn @ (903) 560-
1850.  You can sign up for a month of Sundays or just one or 
two Sundays.  I also need Sunday School Teachers NOW for the 
3rd/4th grade, an assistant for the 1st/2nd grade, and an assistant 
every other month for the 3,4,5 year old class.  I will also need 

Sunday School teachers for the summer, beginning May24th thru August 16th.  
Summer is when our regular teachers take a break.  The summer teacher volunteers can 
sign up for a month of Sundays, or just one Sunday, or the whole summer, of course.   
I will be available to help plan each lesson, on request.   Thank you!  —Barbara Glenn 

Church News 



Giving Thanks ... 

To our wonderful church family: 
 

       Thank you so much for all the 
prayers, phone calls, and cards 
you sent during my illness.  The 
support and faith I received 
through them gave me great 
strength and encouragement.   
The power of prayer is strong.  
You are all such wonderful 
children of God! 
 

        With love & appreciation, 
        Billie Cade 

Dear Pastor Ray  

& Church Family, 
 

       Thank y’all so much for the 

prayer shawl.  I also appreciate 

all the cards, prayers, calls, & 

words of encouragement too!  I am 

healing well & quicker than I 

imagined.  I am so blessed to have 

so many wonderful friends in this 

church! 

  In Christ,  

  Edie Head 

       The Trustees would like to thank 
Nathan Hullum and Kyle Anderson 
for their help on wiring and 
diagnosing the system for the new lift 
pump system for the Sowers Building 
sewer system!  Without volunteers 
like these we would not get a lot done 
around the RMUMC campus. They 
both took time out of their busy 
schedules in the work week to do 
this....thanks guys.  
  —The Trustees 

Dear Methodist Congregation, 
 

Your prayers were greatly appreciated 

during my illness.  Thank you for 

extending your love of my sister and 

brother-in-law, Maxine and Bo Clopton 

through your thoughts and prayers. 
 

  Esta M. Candy 



Happy Birthday! March Birthdays: 

March Worship Assistants: 
 

USHERS: Kyle Rowland, Mack Waller, Sherri Rowe, 
and Lynn Rowe 
 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathleen Bobbitt, Judy Powers,  
Becky Hardy, Linda Dickerson, Bonnie George, 
Sharon Lumsden, and Dana Hullum 
 

COMMUNION STEWARDS: Frosty & Joni Tunnell 
 

LITURGIST: Cathy Wilcoxson 

Wilcoxson Hayden 3/1 
McDonald Arriana 3/2 
Curtis Molly 3/3 
Currin Dick 3/4 
Basham Beth 3/5 
Hullum Teena 3/5 
Briley Shirley 3/6 
Manion Robert 3/6 
Shelton Alexis 3/6 
Caldwell Zachary 3/7 
George Bonnie 3/7 
Doty Crystal 3/8 
Keen Roger 3/8 
Schur Rachel 3/9 
Laney Kathy 3/10 
Smith James 3/10 
Brown Emily 3/11 
McCormick Denny 3/11 
Roberts James 3/11 
Webb Britanee 3/11 
Anderson Greg 3/12 
Culos* Sara 3/12 
Fellers Shirley 3/12 
Morrell Ellen 3/12 
Allred Jean 3/13 
Biggs Jessica 3/13 
Purnell Evelyn 3/13 
Wilkinson Glenn 3/14 
Kay Jarrod 3/16 
Vann Patricia 3/17 
Dotson Caprice 3/18 
English Frank 3/18 

Malone Grant 3/18 
Pace Garrett 3/19 
Hess Ginger 3/20 
Caldwell Austin 3/21 
Craven Elizabeth 3/21 
Craven Zachary 3/22 
Fellers Buddy 3/22 
Julius Brittany 3/22 
Pace Travis 3/22 
Robbins Ricky 3/22 
McLellan Aaron 3/23 
Bruster Dorothy 3/24 
Cates Remington 3/24 
Crosby Chealsey 3/24 
Hulsey Tiffany 3/24 
Roberts Douglas 3/24 
Spoor Clayton 3/24 
Fincher Matthew 3/27 
Harbison Sarah  3/28 
Ross John 3/28 
Howard Collin 3/30 
Butler Margaret 3/31 
Chandler Ruth 3/31 
McKinney Bob 3/31 
McKnight Jesse 3/31 
Forester Karen 4/1 
Greenwald Linda 4/1 
Anderson Richard 4/2 
Thurmon Bobbye 4/2 
Williams Lori 4/3 
Prock Terrie 4/4 
Spoor Candace 4/4 

March March March March 
Calendar:Calendar:Calendar:Calendar:    
 
The church calendar for 
March is on the next page.  
For a printable, up-to-date 
church calendar all the time, 
visit our church website and 
click on the “calendar” 
button.  To go to our church 
website right now, click on 
the following link: 
 
www.russellmemorialumc.org 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
First Sunday of Lent 
8:30 AM  UMW Meeting 
8:45 AM  Early Church 
9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Morning 
Worship 
12:00 PM  Angelic Bell 
Choir Rehearsal 

2 
6:30 PM  Boy 
Scouts Meeting @ 
Sowers Building 

3 
6:30 PM  Cub 
Scouts Meeting 
@ Deen Bldg 

4 
9:00 AM  MDS Chapel 
3:00 PM  Youth Hangout 
5:00 PM  Children's Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM  Ladies Handbell 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM  Way Out 
Wednesday 
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

5 
6:30 PM  Bible 
Study on 
Daniel--Led by 
Ron Turner 
(Deen Building) 

6 
World Day 

of Prayer 

7 
5:00 

PM  Emerge... 

8 
Daylight-Saving Time 

Begins 
Girl Scout Sunday 
8:30 AM  UMM Breakfast 
8:45 AM  Early Church 
9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Morning 
Worship 
12:00 PM  Angelic Bell 
Choir Rehearsal 

9 
12:00 

PM  Deadline for 
Newsletter Input 
6:00 PM  Finance 
Meeting 
6:30 PM  Boy 
Scouts Meeting @ 
Sowers Building 
7:00 

PM  Trustees 

10 
6:30 PM  Cub 
Scouts Meeting 
@ Sowers Bldg 

11 
Birthday Girls! 
9:00 AM  MDS Chapel 
3:00 PM  Youth Hangout 
5:00 PM  Children's Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM  Ladies Handbell 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM  Way Out 
Wednesday 
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

12 
6:30 PM  Bible 
Study on 
Daniel--Led by 
Ron Turner 
(Deen Building) 

13 14 
6:30 

AM  Supper 
Club 
5:00 

PM  Emerge... 

15 
8:45 AM  Early Church 
9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Morning 
Worship 
12:00 PM  Administrative 
Council Meeting--
Cancelled 
12:00 PM  Angelic Bell 
Choir Rehearsal - 
Cancelled 
2:00 PM  Crestwood 
Worship Service 

16 
Wills Point Spring 
Break! 
6:30 PM  Boy 
Scouts Meeting @ 
Sowers Building 
6:30 PM  Day 
School Board 
Meeting 
7:30 PM  SPRC 
Meeting 

17 
St. Patrick's 

Day 
Wills Point 
Spring Break! 
6:30 PM  Cub 
Scouts Meeting 
@ Sowers Bldg 

18 
Wills Point Spring Break! 
9:00 AM  MDS Chapel 
11:30 AM  E.C.H.O.E.S. 
3:00 PM  Youth Hangout--
Out for Spring Break 
5:00 PM  Children's Choir 
Rehearsal--Out 
6:00 PM  Ladies Handbell 
Rehearsal--Out for Spring 
Break 
6:00 PM  Way Out 
Wednesday--Out 
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir--
Out 

19 
Wills Point 
Spring Break! 
6:30 PM  Bible 
Study on 
Daniel--Led by 
Ron Turner 
(Deen Building) 

20 
First Day of 

Spring 
Wills Point 
Spring Break! 

21 
9:00 

AM  Church-
Wide 
Opportunity 
Work Day 
5:00 

PM  Emerge... 

22 
8:45 AM  Early Church 
9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Morning 
Worship 
12:00 PM  Admin. 
Council Meeting 
12:00 PM  Angelic Bell 
Choir  
1:30 PM  Workshop: 
"How to Mourn in a 
Healthy Way" 

23 
12:00 

PM  Deadline for 
Newsletter Input 
6:30 PM  Boy 
Scouts Meeting @ 
Sowers Building 

24 
6:30 PM  UMW 
Evening Circle 
Bible Study 
6:30 PM  Cub 
Scouts Meeting 
@ Sowers Bldg 

25 
9:00 AM  MDS Chapel 
1:30 PM  UMW Sunshine 
Circle Bible Study 
3:00 PM  Youth Hangout 
5:00 PM  Children's Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM  Ladies Handbell 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM  Way Out 
Wednesday 
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

26 
6:30 PM  Bible 
Study on 
Daniel--Led by 
Ron Turner 
(Deen Building) 

27 28 
5:00 

PM  Emerge... 

29 
8:45 AM  Early Church 
9:00 AM  Angelic Bell 
Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Morning 
Worship 
12:00 PM  ABC Room 
Birthday Party 
12:00 PM  Angelic Bell 
Choir  
1:30 PM  Workshop: 
"How to Mourn in a 
Healthy Way" 

30 
6:30 PM  Boy 
Scouts Meeting @ 
Sowers Building 

31 
6:30 PM  Cub 
Scouts Meeting 
@ Sowers Bldg 

1 
9:00 AM  MDS Chapel 
3:00 PM  Youth Hangout 
5:00 PM  Children's Choir 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM  Ladies Handbell 
Rehearsal 
6:00 PM  Way Out 
Wednesday 
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

2 
6:30 PM  Bible 
Study on 
Daniel--Led by 
Ron Turner 
(Deen Building) 

3 4 
5:00 

PM  Emerge... 
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Russell Memorial United Methodist Church                         
 

 Our church is like a beacon at an airport.  We are here to shine 
God's love and grace to a dark world covered in a fog of hate.  

God has called us to brightly shine His love, forgiveness, 
acceptance, hope, and joy to all people— 

especially to those who need a “new beginning.”   
Our church will brightly shine this message through the fog, 
signaling to everyone: “Here is the place for a safe landing!” 

Russell Memorial Information 
 

Pastor - Rev. Ray L. Reed   Pastor’s e-mail: revrayreed@sbcglobal.net 
Music Director - Dr. Bob Gilbreth  Day School Director - Debbie Vaughan 
Organist - Fritz Gilbreth Pianist - Kristy Adams 

Worship Services: Saturdays @ 5:00 p.m. in Deen Building 
Sundays @ 8:45 a.m. in Deen Building and @ 11:00 a.m. in Sanctuary 

Church Office Hours:  8:30 to noon Monday-Thursdays 
Church e-mail: rmumc@sbcglobal.net          Church website: www.russellmemorialumc.org 


