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Can you believe that April is here? And spring is here too, finally! i
That also means that Holy Week is right around the corner. Palm Sunday 4 :
is this coming Sunday, March 5th, which means we are now in the
homestretch for this Lenten season. Since this Sunday is Palm Sunday, our
children will get a real treat with an opportunity to wave palm branches in
the air and to celebrate the coming of our Lord. Our children’s choir will
sing for us, telling us about all the wonderful stories of Jesus.

I hope that all of us have been taking time during this season of Lent
to do a little “spring cleaning,” in a spiritual sense of course. Not only should we be
intentional about sweeping out all of last years sins, iniquities, and omissions that we have in
our hearts, but we should also throw out any grudges, blame, or misgivings that we have
toward others. Forgiveness is the broom that we use to sweep these things from the heart.

I hope we have also been trying our best to identify the losses, burdens, and cares we
carry around with us all the time—most of these are usually in our subconscious. These can
be like alligators just beneath the surface of the water, and they can do damage to our souls
if they are not dealt with. 1’ve been encouraging us in my Lenten message series and in the
Rest Shop series to do a little “alligator spotting” and to even write these down when we
spot them—this helps us to become more conscious of them. If you’ve been doing this, you
will have the opportunity next week to “nail them to the cross” during our Good Friday
service. We will be literally nailing all our griefs, sorrows, fears, and discouragements to
the cross (Isaiah 53:4). We’ll provide pieces of paper during the service for this purpose.

Then, the following Sunday will be Easter Sunday, April 12th, when we will celebrate
the bodily resurrection of our Lord. Isn’t it powerful to think about the fact that our Lord

could not be held by Death? This basically means that all these

‘ other things can’t hold Him either—things like sins, iniquities,
omissions, griefs, sorrows, fears, discouragements, etc. Sometimes
we let these alligators swim around free inside our souls, but the
prophet Isaiah has reminded us that our Savior wants to take these

RESURRECTION  simpy o rim o ok them rom .+~
UNUAY Resurrection blessings to you all! Hope to see you during
Holy Week! —Ray



March 1 March 8
ATTENDANCE
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 109 96
Saturday Worship 5:00 p.m. 8 0
Sunday Worship 8:45 a.m. 26 20
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m. 172 142
Total Worship Attendance 206 162
TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Emerge (Saturday, 5:00 p.m.) $100 $0
Early Church (Sunday, 8:45 a.m.) $75 $17
Worship (Sunday, 11:00 a.m.) $7,799 $5,352
Total “Operating” Offerings $7,974 $5,369
“Designated” Offerings $2,283 $716
Total of All Offerings $10,257 $6,085
Operating Budget for 2009: $288,245
“Operating” Offerings Needed Weekly: $5,543
Current Operating Fund Balance: $8,747
Misc Designated Funds Balance: $56,300
Deen Building Fund Balance: $42,622
Total “Designated” Funds Balance: $98,922
Current Debt on Deen Building: $248,109
Total 2009 Apportionments: $39,582
Total 2009 Apportionments Paid: $11,875
Total 2009 Apportionments Past Due: $0

Jim Lathem
Linda Glover
Casey Kinney
Weldon George

Jim Smith
Jerry McCasland Ron Kolb
Louise Sanders Barbara Steger

Kristy Adams

Juliana Galope

March 15 March 22
85 92

0 0

25 27

161 171
186 198

$0 $0
$360 $291
$2,974 $4,318
$3,334 $4,609
$914 $525
$4,248 $5,134

“Rate of Giving” Speedometer

Cruising
Speed

Dead Full
in the Speed
Water Ahead!

This speedometer measures our current
weekly average rate of giving to the
“Operating Fund.” We can meet the

church’s operating budget only when the

needle is at the halfway mark or better.
Finance reports are available to members
upon request through the church office.

Pat Dickerson
U.S. Armed Forces
Our nation

Let’s give thanks for:

The rain we’ve had!
Greenwald’s new grandbaby!
Michael Keller—Eagle Scout



Memorial & Honorarium Giving

In Memory of Tom Lofland
Given l)y Jaclz & Joyce Ragan, Virginia
Sprague, Jerry & Mamie McCasland, Phyllis
Mayo, Paulette & Glenn Burks , Adele
Monning, Betty Pratt, Jim Hawkins, Mary
H. Castlel)erry, Liz Ellis, Evelyn & George
Purnell, Sara Bullar(l, Paulette & Glenn
Burlzs, Billie Wands Loﬂancl, Benny Scott,
Sheila & B.E. Barton, Maxine Page, Bob &
Friz Gil]oreth, the RMUMC Chancel Cl‘lOil‘,
Ted Deen, Sr., the Friendsl‘lip Class, and
Friends from Charlie's Place

In Memory of Hubert Lee Gilbreth
Given ]3y Phyllis Mayo, Adele Monning,
Betty Pratt, Mary H. Castle]oerry, Sara
Bullar(l, Maxine Page

In Memory of David ]ol‘lnson
Given by Liz Ellis

In Memory of Bobbie Mon(lay
Given by Liz Ellis

In Memory of Nancy Daley
Given l)y Bob & Fritz Gilbreth

Three new memorial funds have been
established: 1) “Roof the Parsonage Fun(l";
2) “Youth Scholarship Fund”; and the
3) “Hand Bell Fund.” If you wish to give a
memorial to one of these fun(ls, please make

a note of the fund on your memorial g’ift.

£ Our Hand Bells were
: givento usin 1976 and
since then have been an

worship. We currently

integral part of our [ Hagdbell
Fun :

have two bell choirs:

the Ladies Hand Bell Choir and the

: Angelic Bell Choir. Our hand bells are in
dire need of repair and refurbishing. This
service will cost around $2,000. We do

not currently have funds in our budget

for this; therefore, we are giving everyone
: an opportunity to help provide the funds
for this service. Please put on your

: check’s memo line : Hand Bell Fund.

Hopefully this service will be completed

£ this summer.

Theresa Turner
Director of Hand Bell Choirs

Summer

I "#



Fireproof! Giving Statements

I
|
| o ) for Tax Returns
1 The New Beginnings adult Sunday School class is
| Preparing to begin a review and study of the book,
j Fireproof. We will gather at Larry & Theresa giving in the church office that

; Tuner's home @ 929 Henderson St. on Sunday, have not been picked up yet. If you
|

I

I

|

I

I

|
|
|
I : )
| : We still have several statements of
|
. . S I : :
April 5th at 4pm to view the movie, Fireproof. , §ogave to our church in 2008, your
|
|
|
|
|

: giving statement is ready for you in

: the church office. Remember that

: our office hours are 8:30 a.m. to
noon, Monday-Thursday.

Then during Sunday School, 9:50 to 10:25 a.m.,
we will have study and discussion for 4 weeks.
Anyone that is interested in participating is
welcomed. Please call Larry & Theresa @

(903) 873-3447. __Thanks!

I Paper Recycling
* Thanks to Cyndi Fields, one of the newer additions to our church family, our church is now recycling I
! paper products that would otherwise go in the trash dump. Please notice the blue recycling can in :
I the narthex for your convenience to place used bulletins and other paper products. Paper only!

No preparation is needed for this position. Just be at the
McLeod Bible Center on Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:40 3.m.
For a list of duties, please contact Barbara Glenn @ (903) 560-
1850. You can sign up for a month of Sundays or just one or two

A l'l Sundays. | also need Sunday School Teachers NOW for the
SUND Y SC 00 3rd/4th grade, an assistant for the 1st/2nd grade, and an assistant

every other month for the 3,4,5 year old class. | will also need
sunday School teachers for the summer, beginning May24th thru Auqust 16th. Summer
is when our reqular teachers take a break. The summer teacher volunteers can sign up
for a month of Sundays, or just one Sunday, or the whole summer, of course.
| will be available to help plan each lesson, on request. Thank you! —Barbara Glenn




Giving Thanks ..

Jﬁankyauoamucﬁﬁwttﬁe

D! beautiful prager shouwl. I
appreciate s much the love,

: i mating it. f]tﬂaoﬂwugﬁtmeoa
omwaoadadymmmd%aﬁtﬁe
L i power of prayen.

: Dear Ray & Church Family,

: Thank you for your visit and the
. prayer shawl. | appreciate the time
. and thought that went into the

: making of it, and it feels good

: around my shoulders these cold

: days while I spend many hours in

: my chair. Hope to be back in

: church soon.

---------------------------------------------------------

..........................................................

Our love, )
Casey & Peggy Kinney Sincerely,

-----------------------------------------------------------
.

Our Church FMnily./
: I consider everyone At Russell
- Memorinl very special and I thank
you all far the cards, calls, and
- Kindness you have shown Sandra
and me for the Last few weeks.
: We have missed everyone and
[wfe to have control of our situation
soon. We want to get back. in our
places!
Thank. you far your praver
su;;;;art.
—Jim Smith

.........................................................

Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for all

your prayers, cards, & prayer
: shawl.

Because of you a miracle was

performed by God. The leg that
: ¢ had blockage and small veins in it
: i was completely healed!

So just know your prayers

were heard & I thank you!

L_ove,
Margaret Butler

.
----------------------------------------------------------






April Worship Assistants:

USHERS: Scott Teel (head usher), Robert
Greenwald, Cathy Wilcoxson, Paul Witherspoon

ALTAR GUILD: Joni Tunnell (chair), Beth Basham,

Phillis Humphrey, Mary Estes, Bernadette Kolb,
Sherry Moore, and Peggy Waller

COMMUNION STEWARDS: Frosty & Joni Tunnell

LITURGIST: Cathy Reynolds

Happy April Birthdays:

Karen
Linda
Richard
Bobbye
Lori
Terrie
Candace
Katie
Maxine
Craig
Scott
Jennifer
Cole
Daniel
Jennifer
Eva
Linda
Craig
Mary
Tate
Lois
Caren
Peggy
Andrea
Zac
Justin
Daniel
Cameron
Jim
Thomas

Forester
Greenwald
Anderson
Thurmon
Williams
Prock
Spoor
Vann
Clopton
Davis
Davis
Raber
Roberts
Brouker
Brouker
Hood
Vishnesky
Lumsden
Webb
Bunce
Butts
Copeland
Waller
Brown
Moore
Basham
David
McCourt
Walters
Butts

4/1
4/1
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4/3
4/4
4/4
4/5
4/7
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4/7
4/7
4/8
4/9
4/9
4/9
4/9
4/10
4/10
4/11
4/11
4/11
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/14
4/14
4/15

Marshall
Bob
Christopher
James
Megan
Linda
Lori
Sarah
Jane
Brandon
Jennifer
Michael
Katheryne
Angela
Abigail
Amber
Haley
Jimmy
Robert
Ruger
Suzanne
Cody
Benny
Daniel
Kimberly
Bob
Carolyn
Katie
William
JoANnn

Head
Jones
Dunn
Keel
McLellan
Glover
English
Head
Roberts
Taylor
Clements
Keller
Kirkland
Smith
Wilcoxson
Davis
Fincher
Melton
Whitaker
Cates
Hetmer
Keen
Scott
Turner
Cates
Gilbreth
Hawkins
Reed
Howell
Miller

4/16
4/16
4/17
4/17
4/18
4120
4/21
4/21
4/21
4/22
4124
4124
4124
4124
4/25
4/26
4/26
4/26
4/28
4129
4129
4/29
4/30
4/30
512

5/2

5/2

513

5/5

5/5

April
Calendar:

The church calendar for
April is on the next page.
For a printable, up-to-date
church calendar all the time,
visit our church website and
click on the “calendar”
button. To go to our church
website right now, click on
the following link:

www.russellmemorialumc.org




29 30 31 1 2 3 4
8:45 AM Early Church |6:30 PM Boy 6:30 PM Cub |9:00 AM_MDS Chapel
9:00 AM_Angelic Bell Scouts Meeting @ |Scouts Meeting |3:00 PM _Youth Hangout
Choir Rehearsal Sowers Building |@ Sowers 5:00 PM_Children's Choir
9:45 AM_Sunday Building Rehearsal
School 6:00 PM Ladies Handbell
11:00 AM_Morning Rehearsal
Worship 6:00 PM_Way Out
12:00 PM_ABC Room Wednesday
Birthday Party 7:30 PM_Chancel Choir
12:00 PM_Angelic Bell
Choir
1:30 PM_Rest Shop #2:
"Where Is God in Our
Losses?"
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Palm Sunday 4:00 PM_Soccer |6:30 PM_Cub |Birthday Girls! Maundy Good 6:30
8:30 AM_UMW Meeting |Pictures Scouts Meeting |9:00 AM_MDS Chapel Thursday Friday PM_Supper
9:45 AM_Sunday 6:30 PM Boy @ Deen 3:00 PM_Youth Hangout 4:00 Club
School Scouts Meeting @ |Building 5:00 PM_Children's Choir PM_Soccer
11:00 AM Morning Sowers Building Rehearsal Pictures
Worship 6:00 PM Ladies Handbell 7:00
12:00 PM Angelic Bell Rehearsal PM_Good
Choir 6:00 PM_ Way Out Friday
3:30 PM Rest Shop #3: Wednesday Service
"Spring Cleaning" 7:30 PM_Chancel Choir (Sanctuary)
5:00 PM Movie
Showin Turner
Home: Fireproof
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Easter Sunday 12:00 4:00 9:00 AM_MDS Chapel 4:00 4:00 8:00
8:30 AM_UMM PM Deadline for |PM_Soccer 11:30 AM E.C.H.O.E.S. |PM_ Soccer |PM_ Soccer |AM UMYFE
Breakfast Newsletter Input |Pictures 3:00 PM_Youth Hangout |Pictures Pictures Rummage
9:45 AM_Sunday 6:30 PM Boy 6:00 5:00 PM_Children's Choir Sale
School Scouts Meeting @ |PM_Finance Rehearsal
11:00 AM Morning Sowers Building [|Meeting 6:00 PM Ladies Handbell
Worship 7:00 6:30 PM Cub |Rehearsal
12:00 PM _Angelic Bell |PM_Trustees Scouts Meeting [6:00 PM_Way Out
Choir Meeting @ Sowers Wednesday
Building 7:30 PM_Chancel Choir
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:45 AM_Sunday 4:00 AM_Soccer |4:00 9:00 AM_MDS Chapel WPHS -
School Pictures Make Up |PM_Soccer 1:30 PM UMW Sunshine Prom
11:00 AM Morning Day if needed Pictures Circle Bible Study
Worship--Hand Bells 6:30 PM Boy 6:30 PM Cub [3:00 PM Youth Hangout
Concert Scouts Meeting @ |Scouts Meeting |5:00 PM _Children's Choir
12:00 Sowers Building |@ Sowers Rehearsal
PM _Administrative 6:30 PM Day Building 6:00 PM Way Out
Council Meeting School Board Wednesday
1:30 PM Rest Shop #4:|Meeting 7:30 PM_Chancel Choir
"Sharing Our Losses" 7:30 PM_SPRC
2:00 PM Crestwood Meeting
Worship Service
26 27 28 29 30 1 2
9:45 AM_Sunday 12:00 6:30 PM Cub |9:00 AM MDS Chapel
School PM Deadline for |Scouts Meeting [3:00 PM Youth Hangout
11:00 AM Morning Newsletter Input |@ Sowers 5:00 PM_Children's Choir
Worship 6:30 PM_Boy Building Rehearsal

Scouts Meeting @

6:30 PM UMW

6:00 PM Way Out

Sowers Building

Evening Circle

Wednesday

Bible Study

7:30 PM_Chancel Choir




Our church is like a beacon at an airport. We are here to shine
God's love and grace to a dark world covered in a fog of hate.
God has called us to brightly shine His love, forgiveness,
acceptance, hope, and joy to all people—
especially to those who need a “new beginning.”

Our church will brightly shine this message through the fog,
signaling to everyone: “Here is the place for a safe landing!”

Pastor - Rev. Ray L. Reed Pastor’s e-mail: revrayreed@sbcglobal.net
Music Director - Dr. Bob Gilbreth Day School Director - Debbie Vaughan
Organist - Fritz Gilbreth Pianist - Kristy Adams

Worship Services: Saturdays @ 5:00 p.m. in Deen Building
Sundays @ 8:45 a.m. in Deen Building and @ 11:00 a.m. in Sanctuary
Church Office Hours: 8:30 to noon Monday-Thursdays

Church e-mail: rmumc@sbcglobal.net Church website: www.russellmemorialumc.org
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